BURIAL QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Q. Can my spouse and I be buried in the same grave?

A. Yes, at Centenary Memorial Gardens we allow for up to three interments in each grave.

Q. Can I have my choice of grave?

A. Yes, at Centenary Memorial Gardens you have freedom to choose the grave area as well as the site location within the area. Graves may be chosen near trees, lakes, or near other relatives.

Q. Do I have to see the mound of dirt that has been removed from the grave?

A. At centenary Memorial Gardens we remove all material excavated from the site and it is only returned after the family and mourners have left the graveside.

Q. Can items be placed in the coffin?

A. Most certainly, unlike cremations, there are no restrictions on the type of items placed in the coffin.

Q. What happens to the handles after all the mourners have left?

A. Nothing, everything is left just as you last saw it, whatever is lowered with the coffin stays with the coffin when the grave is filled in.

Q. Can my family have a viewing before the service?

A. At Centenary Memorial Gardens we have a dedicated viewing room that allows a family to spend time with their loved one prior to the service. Just speak to your funeral director and they will arrange a suitable time for a viewing.

Q. How can I be sure I’m really dead before I am buried?

A. Modern mortuary practices and the protocols that are in place ensure that the person being buried is dead. 

Q. Sometimes when I visit a family member’s grave it has had soil spread over it, why is this done?

A From time to time graves need to be topped up, usually up to three times, after dirt has settled. This is particularly important during rainy periods, it also helps to keep the area easier to walk through and maintain. 

Q How long can I have for a service in the Chapel?

A. Services are conducted on the hour which allows fifteen minutes before the service for the funeral director to set up and mourners to arrive and forty five minutes for the service. However, when the funeral director knows that it will be a large funeral or likely to go longer than normal, they can make a double booking for the Chapel.
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